
Private Pilot Glider Practical Test Preparation                             Revised 2-26-2006 
 
PHAK – Pilots Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge 
GFH – Glider Flying Handbook 
SFM – Soaring Flight Manual 
AIM – Aeronautical Information Manual 
PTS – Practical Test Standard 
 
PTS pages 1-11 
6. Satisfactory Performance & Unsatisfactory Performance 
7. CRM, Checklists, Use of Distractions 
 
I. Area of Operation: Preflight Preparation 
A. Task: Certificates and Documents 
1a FAR 61.113 
1b FAR 61.23, 61.53  
1c FAR 61.51, 61.56, 61.57 
2a FAR 91.203, 91.205, 91.213, 91.215 
2b Blanik/ASK Glider Operating Manual 
2c Blanik/ASK Glider Operating Manual 
2d 43 Appendix A, 91.309, 91.405, 91.407, 91.409, 91.413, 91.417 
B. Task: Weather Information AIM Chapter 7 
1a  METAR, TAF, FA, FD, TWEB, EFAS, ATIS, ASOS 
1b PHAK Chapter 11, SIGMETS, AIRMETS 
2a-f PHAK Chapter 10, SFM Chapter 4, GFH Chapter 9 
 Aviation Weather Chapter 16 Soaring Weather 
3 PHAK 10-17, Aviation Weather Chapter 11 Thunderstorms, GFH Chapter 9-13 
4 Obtaining and interpreting soaring weather forecasts 1800WXBRIEF 
C.  Task: Operation of Systems 
 1a-j Soaring Flight Manual Chapter 3, Glider Flying Handbook Chapter 2&4 
D.  Task: Performance and Limitations 
1 Blanik/ASK Glider Operating Manual, GFH Chapter 5-6, SFM Chapter 2 
2 Blanik/ASK Glider Operating Manual, GFH Chapter 5-6, GP & STF 
3 Blanik/ASK Glider Operating Manual, GFH Chapter 5-8 
4 GFH Chapter 5-13, SFM Chapter 2-3 
5 GFH Chapter 5-1, SFM Chapter 2 
6 GFH Chapter 7-33, SFM Chapter 2 
7 GFH Chapter 3-11, SFM Chapter 2 
E.   Task: Aeromedical Factors 
 1a-h SFM Chapter 5, GFH Chapter 1-10, PHAK Chapter 15, AIM Chapter 8 
2 GFH Chapter 1-15, PHAK Chapter 15-8 
3 GFH Chapter 1-16, PHAK Chapter 15-9 
 
II. Area of Operation: Preflight Procedures 
A. Task: Assembly 
1-8 Blanik/ASK Glider Operating Manual, GFH Chapter 6-1, SFM Chapter 11-2 
B. Task: Ground Handling 
1-5 Blanik/ASK Glider Operating Manual, GFH Chapter 6-2, SFM Chapter 11-5 
C. Task: Preflight Inspection 
1-4 Blanik/ASK Glider Operating Manual, GFH Chapter 6-4, SFM Chapter 11-6 



D. Task: Cockpit Management 
1-4 Blanik/ASK Glider Operating Manual, GFH Chapter 6-4, SFM Chapter 12-7 
E. Task: Visual Signals 
1 & 2 GFH Chapter 7-1, SFM Chapter 12-2 
 
III Area of Operation: Airport and Gliderport Operations 
A. Task: Radio Communications 
1-6 PHAK Chapter 12-8, AIM Chapter 4 
B. Task: Traffic Patterns 
1-11 GFH Chapter 7-34, SFM Chapter 14-10, AIM Chapter 4 
C. Task: Airport, Runway, and Taxiway Signs, Markings, and Lighting 
1 & 2 PHAK Chapter 12, AIM Chapter 2 
 
IV Area of Operation: Launches and Landings 
Aero Tow 
A. Task: Before Takeoff Check 
1-6 SFM 12-7, FAR 91.309 GFH 6-4 
B. Task: Normal and Crosswind Takeoff 
1-6 SFM 12-8, GFH 7-2 
C. Task: Maintaining Tow Position 
1-4 SFM 12-11, GFH 7-6 
D. Task: Slack Line 
1 & 2 SFM 12-14, GFH 7-10 
E. Task: Boxing the Wake 
1-3 SFM 12-16, GFH 7-10 
F. Task: Tow Release 
1-5 SFM 12-14, GFH 7-6 
G. Task: Abnormal Occurrences 
1a-e SFM 12-17, GFH 7-4, 7-8 
Landings 
Q. Task: Normal and Crosswind Landings 
1-8 SFM 14-10, GFH 7-34, 7-36 (spot landing requirement) 
R. Task: Slips to Landing 
1-7 SFM 14-8, GFH 7-36 
S. Task: Downwind Landings 
1-6 SFM 14-15, GFH 7-38 
 
V. Area of Operation: Performance Airspeeds 
A. Task: Minimum Sink Airspeed 
1&2 GFH 7-33 
B. Task: Speed-To-Fly 
1&2 GFH 7-34 
 
VI. Area of Operation: Soaring Techniques 
A. Task: Thermal Soaring 
1-7 GFH 10-1, SFM 15-2 
B. Task: Ridge and Slope Soaring 
1-9 GFH 10-9, SFM 15-5 
C. Task: Wave Soaring 
1-8 GFM 10-12, SFM 15-7 



 
VII. Area of Operation: Performance Maneuvers 
A. Task: Straight Glides 
1-5 GFH 7-22, SFM 14-3 
B. Task: Turns to Headings 
1-3 GFH 7-22, SFM 14-4 
C. Task: Steep Turns 
1-5 GFH 7-25, SFM 14-4 
 
VIII. Area of Operation: Navigation 
A. Task: Flight Preparation and Planning 
1-7 GFH Chapter 11, SFM Chapter 9, AIM Chapter 9 
B. Task: National Airspace System 
1. FAR 91.155, PHAK 13-2 
2. FAR 91.126-91.135, PHAK 13-1, SFM Chapter 7-2, AIM Chapter 3 
3. FAR 91.137-91.143, PHAK 13-3, SFM Chapter 7-8 
 
IX. Area of Operation: Slow Flight and Stalls 
A. Task: Maneuvering at Minimum Control Airspeeds 
1-6 GFH 7-26, SFM 14-4 
B. Task: Stall Recognition and Recovery 
1-6 GFH 7-26, SFM 14-5 
 
X. Area of Operation: Emergency Operations 
A. Task: Simulated Off-Airport Landings 
GFH 8-7, SFM 16-8 
B. Task: Emergency Equipment and Survival Gear 
1-5 GFH 18-7, SFM Chapter 10, 11-7 
 
XI. Area of Operation: Postflight Procedures 
Task: After-Landing and Securing 
1-7 GFH 7-38 
  
Reference Federal Air Regulations  
 
Part 43  

43.7 (f) Persons Authorized to Approve Preventative Maintenance 
43.9 (a) Content Form and Disposition of Preventative Maintenance 
Part 43 Appendix A (c) Preventative Maintenance 

 
Part 61 
 61.23 (b) (3) Medical Certificate Requirements and Duration 
 61.53 Prohibition on Operations during Medical Deficiency 
 61.56 Flight Review 
 61.57 Recent Flight Experience: PIC 
 61.60 Change of Address 
 61.63 (b) Additional Aircraft Ratings 
 61.69 Glider Towing: Experience and Training Requirements 
 61.103 Eligibility Requirements: General 

61.105 (b) Aeronautical Knowledge 



61.107 (b) (6) Flight Proficiency 
 61.109 (f) Aeronautical Experience 

61.113 Private Pilot Privileges and Limitations: PIC 
 
Part 91 Subpart A General 
 91.3 Responsibility and Authority of PIC 
 91.7 Civil Aircraft Airworthiness 
 91.9 Civil Aircraft flight manual, marking, and placard requirements 
 91.13 Careless of reckless operation 
 91.17 Alcohol of drugs 
Part 91 Subpart B Flight Rules 

91.107 Use of Safety belts, shoulder harnesses, … 
 91.113 Right-of-way rules 
 91.121 (a) (1) (iii) Altimeter Settings 
 91.123 Compliance with ATC clearances and instructions 
 91.125 ATC light signals 
 91.126 thru 91.135 Operating in Class G thru Class A airspace 
 91.137 thru 91.143 TFR’s and other Restricted Airspace 
 91.155 Basic VFR weather minimums 
Part 91 Subpart C Equipment, Instrument, and Certificate Requirements 
 91.203 Civil Aircraft: Certificates Required 
 91.205 Powered Civil Aircraft… (Does not apply to gliders) 
 91.211 Supplemental Oxygen 
 91.213 Inoperative Instruments and equipment 
 91.215 ATC Transponder and altitude reporting equipment and use 
Part 91 Subpart D Special Flight Operations 
 91.303 Aerobatic Flight 
 91.307 Parachutes and parachuting 
 91.309 Towing: Gliders 
 91.319 Aircraft having Experimental Certificates: Operating Limitations 
Part 91 Subpart E Maintenance, Preventative Maintenance, and Alterations 
 91.403 General 
 91.405 Maintenance Required 
 91.407 Operations after Maintenance, preventative maintenance… 
 91.409 Inspections 
 91.413 ATC Transponder tests and inspections 
 91.417 Maintenance Records 
NTSB Part 830 Notification and Reporting of Aircraft Accidents… 
 830.1 Applicability 
 830.2 Definitions 
 830.5 Immediate notification 
 830.6 Information to be given in notification 
 830.10 Preservation of aircraft wreckage… 
 830.15 Reports and Statements to be filed 


